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Violence against Children



Magnitude of Violence against Children



Overview of Global Data 
on Violence Against Children

15
million

girls aged 15 to 19 have experienced forced sex in 
their lifetime.

students (130 million) experience bullying.

An adolescent is killed by an act of violence every 7 
minutes

1

3

young children (176 million) live 
with a mother who is a victim of 
intimate partner violence. 

young children are regularly 
subjected to violent discipline by 
their caregivers.

1

4

3

4

of children under age 5 
live in countries where 
corporal punishment 
at home is fully prohibited.

9%



Weak Child Protection System = Vicious Circle

Weak system = 
lack of definitions

Fewer cases 
found = no need 

for a strong 
system…

Low 
identification and 

even lower
reporting

Lack of data = 
poor response 
(no referral or 

treatment) 



Types of Violence against Children



Impact



Health Consequences of Violence against Children



Health Consequences of Violence against Children



Health Consequences of Violence against Children



The Seven Strategies 
to End Violence against Children



Preventing and Mitigating  
Violence

Response

The Importance 
of a System Approach 



Court

Commissions

Ombudsman

R
eferral

PRINCIPLES:      RESPECT OF PHYSICAL INTEGRITY AND DIGNITY OF CHILD

                     RIGHT TO PROTECTION FROM ABUSE, VIOLENCE, ETC.

Education:

Health:

Welfare:

Justice:

-------------------------

Family

 Care Options

 Specialised Services

- Child

- Parent

 Social Services

- Children

- Parents

PREVENTION PROVISIONS

COMPLAINTS

HOTLINES

Legislation

Uphold

principle in

standards,

mandates,

professional

guidelines,

supervision,

sanction

Parental

Education/

awareness

«GUARDIAN »

- LOOK AFTER

BEST INTERESTS 

Health:

Edu:

Soc.

Serv.

Authority

to

Intervene

in Private

EARLY ID
ASSESS.

REGISTR.

EARLY

INTERV

Appointment

of

«Guardian» 
PolicePolice

The tip of an iceberg or the hidden problem
The Continuum of Services
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The Continuum of ServicesWhat Services are Needed?



The tip of an iceberg or the hidden problemPrimary Prevention
Transforming Attitudes and Behaviors 

Home visits to pregnant 
women and families with 

newborns 

Parenting programmes for 
young children and 

adolescents

High quality child care

Sufficient income support 
for lower income families 

Routine screening for ACEs



The tip of an iceberg or the hidden problem
Prevention



The tip of an iceberg or the hidden problem



The tip of an iceberg or the hidden problem
Response

Child-friendly specialized 
services, such as 

Barnahus

Emergency alternative care 
programmes, such as specialized 

foster care for VAC cases

Rehabilitation 
programmes for 

survivors/witnesses 
and for perpetrators 

Child friendly judicial 
procedures, including 

interrogation

MULTISECTORAL ACTIONS  AND COORDINATION

MONITORING 



Ending violence against 
children is 
everyone’s responsibility! 

Thank you!


